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Summary:

What does it take for teachers to be effective gatekeepers for students? The purpose of this study was to
find the difficulties school teachers have in providing developmentally and problem-preventive supports
to children in order to explore the factors that inhibit school teachers from functioning as gatekeepers for
students. 281 public school teachers completed a questionnaire consisting of original questions developed
through a preliminary study on the difficulties that school teachers have in everyday support of students.
A cluster analysis identified 14 types of difficulties teachers have in supporting children. In summary,
school teachers’ difficulties become gradually more serious, that is a) they recognize their own inability to
provide sufficient support to students and the workload that is unfairly distributed among teachers in
supporting students, b) they are becoming aware of specific shortcomings in the organization, and c) they
eventually attribute the causes of dysfunctional student support to the culture and atmosphere in their
school organization. Based on these results, we examined the current national policy to protect children
from suicide, known as “Emergency Enhanced Plan for Child Suicide Countermeasures,” and discussed the

effectiveness of the plan and the further steps we should take.
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